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Abstract 
In recent years, the notion of affordance originally offered by J.J. Gibson, which captures the idea that we 
can visually perceive possibilities for action offered by objects by directly seeing motoric information, has 
been more and more invoked by philosophers and neuroscientists, thus massively monopolizing the research 
on the links between vision and action.  The idea that there is something as affordance perception is 
defended with three main lines of argument, based on three families of evidence. (1). Behavioral 
evidence that subjects display the so-called affordance facilitation effects, during tasks requiring vision-for-
action: they visually detect, very fast, object shapes that recall specific affordances, and immediately respond 
to them with a congruent motor act. (2). Neurobiological evidence, mostly from the Two Visual Systems 
Model, that allegedly seems to suggest that there are neural correlates of affordance visually based 
detection, i.e. visuomotor areas in the brain that respond to visually presented affordances of the shapes of 
objects by triggering the activation of a motor command suitable to act upon them. (3). Phenomenological 
evidence, sometimes based on lesion studies (e.g. visual neglect), that affordances are part of our visual 
experience of objects. I first describe the notion of affordance as per the original definition by Gibson. Then, 
I analyze the sets of evidence for the claim that we see affordances, i.e. that there is something as affordance 
visual perception. I suggest that none of these experimental results actually show that we can see 
affordances. I oppose (1) by criticizing the notion of facilitation effect, (2) with a different interpretation of 
the Two Visual Systems Model, (3) using the method of phenomenal contrast. I contend that the best 
explanation of the three pieces of evidence is only that we see spatial information that is coupled with the 
construction of appropriate motor commands. But, as I explain, this falls short of the claim that we actually 
see affordances, sensu stricto, i.e. that we see any alleged motoric information offered by objects. I finally 
discuss the philosophical impact of my view on our conception of Vision-for-Action and the detection of 
action possibilities. 
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